Elevated serum tryptase level in a case of intraoperative anaphylaxis caused by latex allergy.
We measured serial serum tryptase levels in a case of intraoperative anaphylaxis caused by allergy to latex. The serum tryptase level was elevated 7 hours after the hypotensive episode and returned to normal after recovery 4 months later. Both skin tests to latex and serum IgE to latex confirmed latex allergy in this patient. To our knowledge, this is the first report of an elevated serum tryptase level in intraoperative anaphylaxis caused by latex allergy. This observation confirms the role of mast cell degranulation in anaphylaxis caused by allergy to latex.